THE ORISSA PRESSACCREDITATION (CONSTITUTION OF THE ORISSA
PRESSACCREDITATION COMMITTEE AND GRANT OF
ACCREDITATION) RULE, 1994

INFORMATION & PUBLIC RELATIONSDEPARTMENT
NOTIFICATION
The 31 January 1994

No. 4070-1 & P.R.-Rulesfor Condtitution of the Orissa Press Accreditation Committee

and Grant of Accreditation of Media Representatives a the State, Didtrict, Sub-divisond

and Block Headquarters of Orissa.

1. Short Title- These rules may be cdled the Orissa Press Accreditation
(Condtitution of the Orissa Press Accreditation Committee and Grant of
Accreditation) Rules, 1994.

2. Commencement- (i) These rules shdl come into force with immediate effect and

will supersede the rules dready in force.

(i) They shdl apply to the representatives of News Media Organizations at the
State, Didtrict, Sub-divisond and Block Headquarters of Orissa.

3. Definition:- In these rules unless the context otherwise requires-

() “Accreditetion” means recognition of Representatives of News Media

Organizations by the Government of Orissa for the purpose of access to sources of

Information in the Government and dso to news materids, written or pictorid, released

by, or on behaf of the Director of Information and Public relations and/or other agencies

of the Government of Orissa

(i) “Accredited Journdist” means a Journdis who has been granted accreditation

under theserule

@iii)  “Committeg” means the Orissa Press Accreditation Committee congtituted under

rue-4

(iv)  “Director” means the Director of Information and Public Relaions of the

Government of Orissa in the Depatment of Information and Public Rdaions and shal

include any Officer of the State Government who has been authorized to discharge any or

dl the duties functions and responghilities of the Director of Information and Public

Reations

(v) “Government” means the Government of Orissa



(vi)  “News Media shadl mean and include wire sarvices, norrwire services, audio and
audio-visud networks deding with news of Public interest of comments of news of
public interest
(vii)  “Newspaper” means any publication, printed and digtributed at fixed intervals,
which contains news and comments of public interet as defined in the Press and
Regidraion of Books Act, 1867 but not a publication containing information of sectiond
interest such as house jourrds
(viti) “Working Journdis” means any working journdist as defined in the Working
Journdigts and other Newspaper Employees (Conditions of Service) and Miscdlaneous
Provisons Act, 1995 as amended from time to time.
4. Condgtitution of the Orissa Press Accreditation Committee and conduct of the Business
of the Committee- (i) The Government of Orissa shdl conditute a Committee cdled the
Orissa Press Accreditation Committee to discharge the functions laid down under these
rules.
(i) The Committee dhdl comast of representatives of recognized All-India
Associations/Organizations of Working Journdists and Editors. The Director shdl
convene medtings of the Orissa Press Accreditation Committee, preside over such
meetings and maintain dl records and proceedings of ther ddliberations.
(iif) The Committee so condtituted shal function for a period of two years from the date
of itsfirg megting

Provided that where it is not reasonably practicable to reconditute the Committee
after expiry of its term, the State Government may extend the term of the Committee last
congtituted for a period not exceeding three months at atime and one year in dl.
(iv) The Committee shdl meet a least once in every four months or more if so required
ether by the Director or by mgority of the members of the Committee
(v) One-third of the tota members will form the quorum of the meeting
(vi) At leest seven days notice shdl be given for convening a meeting of the Committee.
But emergent meetings may be convened &fter giving 48 hours notice
5. Scope of Accreditation

() Accreditetion shdl be given in accordance with these rules to the
representatives of News Media Organizations of the following categories, namely,
Editor-cum-Correspondence- Cameraman-cum-Correspondent,  Cameraman,  Cartoonist,
Cartographer, Sport Journdist, Science Journdist, Media Critics and such other

categories as may be recommended from time to time by the Committee,



(i) Accreditetion shdl not confer any Officid or specid daus on the
representatives of News Media Organizations but shdl recognize and identify him/her as
aprofessond journdist deding with news of public interest.

(i)  Accreditation so granted shall be utilized only for journdigtic purposes

(iv)  An accredited journdist shdl ot print or use the words “accredited to the
Government of Orissa’ on his vigting cards, letterheads or any other form of dationery
or publication

v) When an accredited journalist ceases to represent the media organization
on whose behdf he/she is accredited, the fact shall be brought to the notice of the
Director in writing within fifteen days by both the journdist concerned and the editor
concerned (in case of newspaper) and Generd Manager (in case of Agency) and the
accreditation card shall be returned to the Director

(vi)  Accreditation shdl be withdrawn if the organization on whose behdf the
journalist is accredited ceases its publication or the network ceases to function except for
aperiod not exceeding six months for reasons of industrid digoute or natural calamities

(vii)  An accredited journdis may be given not more than one additiond
endorsement on behdf of another media
6. Genad dighility criteria for Grant of AccreditationrAn  gpplicant  for
accreditation shdl not be digible unless he/she-

() has acquired not less than five years experience as a Working Journdist
for State Level accreditation and not less than three years experience as a Working
Journdigt for accreditetion at Didtrict or Sub-divisond or Block Level

Provided that experience of work in a Government media organization viz.-The
Press Information Bureau of Government of India, News Services Divison of All India
Radio, the News Unit of Doordarshan, the Photo Divison of Government of India may
be deemed as equivdent to experience of work in a news media organization for the
purpose of accreditation. Those Officers having experience of Journdistic Work in Media
Units of the Information and Public Relaions Depatment of the State Government other
than those referred to above, may aso be considered for the purpose of accreditation, if
the Committee would be satisfied about their journdistic experience

(i) Application for accreditation shdl be congdered only from those media
representatives who reside either at Bhubaneswar or Cuttack for State Level accreditation
and Didrict, Sub-divisona and Block Headquarters for accreditation at respective levels.

However, in consultation with the Committee, Government may relax this for granting
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digrict levd accreditation in case of the journdists dationed at other important news

centers.
1.

Eligibility criteria for Newspapers Seeking Accreditation for Working Journdists

under Ther Employment- Newspapers of up to fortnightly, periodicity shdl only be
digible to seek accreditation for Journdists working with them, if they belong to the

following categories

()

(i)
(iii)

(iv)

The contents of the newspapers has the news and information emanating from
the Headquarters of the Government of Orissa and/or didrict Headquarters
and dhdl manly contan information and/or comments, features, illudration
efc. on current, socid, politica, economic, scientific, culturd and other
matters of public interest;

A daily newspaper which is published not less than six days in aweek

A weekly or a fortnightly newspgper which is published not less than 45
weeks or 22 fortnightsin a year, as the case may be

The circulation of a newspaper (daly, weekly or fortnightly) shal not be less
than 5,000 (five thousand) copies per publishing day or per issue, as the case
may be

Provided that specid congderation may be shown to newspapers contributing

the Science & Technology and to those published from hilly or backward aress or

from regions underdevel oped in terms of information and communication

v)

Two or nore newspapers or periodicas having a combined circulation of not

less than 5,000 copies may §ponsor a common representative

Provided that such newspapers shall not be entitled to sponsor a second representative

8.

Eligibility Criteria for News Agencies Seeking Accreditation:- The falowing

criteria shdl be taken into congderation for the grant of accreditation to news agencies,

feature agencies, photo agencies and televison news and feature agencies, namely

)

ii)

the content of the items circulated/produced by agencies mentioned above
should include news and information emanating from the Headquarters of the
Government of Orissaaswell as digtrict and sub-divisond headquarters

A news agency should use teegraphic or dectronic transmisson and
recaving faciliies and should have paying subscribers in news media
organizations spread over not less than three didtricts.

A news-photo agency should have a minimum of Sx paying subscribers and a

minimum  annual subscription income of Rs30,000 and  televison
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Organization Rs50,000 from media organization as certified by an established
firm of Chartered Accountant.
iv) A feature agency should have not less than twelve paying subscribers in media
organization
V) Wire agencies should provide services to news media organizations induding
audio-visud ne-works on a regular commercid bass and shdl produce
cetificate from an edablished firm of Chartered Accountant, about ther
subscription income
9. Grant of Accreditation to the Editor-cum-Correspondent- Editors of smdl and
medium newspaper who aso work as correspondents can be given accreditation as
Editor-cum- Correspondents provided the following criteria are fulfilled.
i) The newspaper/periodical concerned qualifies for accreditation as per these
rules
i) The gpplicant himsdf/hersdf is qudified for grant of accreditation as a
correspondent
i) The agpplicant submits dippings of published dispaiches apart from editorid
carying hisher credit line gppearing in the newspaper/periodical on whose
behdf accreditation is sought for.
10. Grant of Accreditation to Cameraman-cum-Correspondent- A Cameraman
representing a newspaper/news photo agency/T.V. News Unit can be granted
accreditation as Cameraman-cum-Correspondent provided he/she satidfies the following
criteria
) The gpplicant is digible for accreditation as a Cameraman
i) The organization on whose behdf the accreditation is sought for, qudifies for
the grant of such accreditation
iii) The applicant produces clipping of higher dispatches circulated or produced
by the media organization on whaose behdf accreditation is sought for
11.  Grant of Accreditation to Free Lance Journdists-The Committee may consder the
grant of accreditation to an gpplicant not atached to any paticular news media
organization provided that such a person has a least 20 years experience as a full time
journdig and has a proven income of not less than Rs25000 per annum from
Journdidtic activities.
12. Procedure for grant of Accreditation (i) A media representative who wishes to

seek accreditation at the State Level shdl gpply to the Director in a form as may be
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prescribed from time to time. Each gpplication shall be accompanied by a letter from the
Editor (in case of newspaper) / generd Manager (in case of agencies) recommending
accreditation on  behdf of the newspaper/news agency/news media organization
concerned as the case may be

(in) Application for accreditetion a Didrict, Sub-divisond and Block
Headquarters should be submitted through the Didrict Magidrate concerned who shal
forward such applications to the Director after proper verification and with his
recommendation

@)  Application for accreditation complete in al respects shal be placed
before the Committee and accreditation shall be granted on its recommendation

(iv)  Accreditation cards shdl be issued under the signature of the Director for
a period of one Caendar year and may be renewed from year by the Director and this
would be intimated to the concerned Editors (in case of Newspapers)/Generd Managers
(in case of agencies) as the case may be unless the Editors of the NewspapersGenerd
managers of the News agencies communicate otherwise.

(v) If the Committee for reasons duly recorded in its minutes decides not to
grant accreditetion to an applicant the fact of such a dedson shdl immediady be
communicated to the gpplicant and the news media organization concerned

(vi)  The aggrieved applicant and/or news media organization shal be entitled
to make a representation to the Committee for reconsideration
13. Provisonal Accreditation-Accreditation on a provisond bass may be granted by
the Director with gpprovd of Government on recommendation of three members of the
Committee till the next meding of the Committee if the applicant fulfils dl the
gudifications laid down for grant of accreditation
14. The maximum number of Journdis who may be accredited-(i) The maximum
number of journdists who may be granted accreditation by the State Government a the
State, Didrict, Sub-divison and Block levels shal be kept within such reasondble limits
as may be determined periodicdly by Government after teking into account (8) the
limitations of the press information service of the Government, (b) the capacity to
provide necessary facilities for accredited Journdists and (c) importance of the places of
reporting for the newspaper/news agency/news media organization. For determining the
totd number of such Journdists Government may seek the recommenddions of the
Committee.



The maximum number of State Leve representetives to be based either at Cuttack
or & Bhubanesvar that may be accredited on behdf of a newspaper including a
newspaper published from more than one place in Orissa shdl be determined on the basis

of itscirculation as follows

(1) DAILIES Maximum rumber of
Accredited Journdist

@ Circulation from 5,000 to 50,000 Two
(b) Circulation from 50,001 to 75,000 Three
(© Circulation from 75,001 to 125,000 Four
(d) Circulation from 125,001to 150,000 Hve
(e Circulation from 150,001 to onwards Sx

2 WEEKLIESFORTNIGHTLIES

(@ Circulation from 5,000 to 50,000 One

(b) Circulation above 50,000 Two

In case of tabloids only one correspondent should be given State level accreditation.

Not more than one journdis of EngligdvHindi/Other regiona language dailies induding
dallies published from more than one place from outsde the State and with consderable
circulation in Orissa shdl be given accreditation at the State level to be based either at
Cuttack or at Bhubaneswar. The number of State Level accredited journdidsts of each of
the News Agencies shdl be limited to two only. In specid cases on request from the
Nationd News Agencies only a maximum of three representatives may be given
accreditation.

(i) Dally newspapers and news agencies, Weeklies and fortnightlies published from
Orissa, Oriya dailies, weeklies and fortnightlies published from outsde Orissa will be
entitted to accreditation a Digrict/Sub-divisona/Block levels subject to the conditions
prescribed in these rules In exceptional circumstances newspapers published from
outsde the State with considerable circulation in Orissa and news agency and News
Media Organizations of repute can be given accreditation at the Didrict, Sub-divisond
and Block leve.



()  For granting accreditation in case of weeklies and fortnightlies the main criteria
should be content study of the paper and the materid published in the paper should
judify the necessty for its journdis’s day to day collection of news from Officid
sources and day to day contact with such sources.
(iv)  Not more than one accredited journdist and one accredited photographer of a
newspaper/news agency/news media organization shal clam facilities for attending one
officd function.
15.  Suspenson/Withdrawa of Accreditation-HisHer accreditation will be lisble to be
suspended withdrawn if:
(i) He/'She uses information and facilities accorded to him/her for non-journdidtic
purposes
(i) In course of higher duties as correspondent he/she behaves in an undignified or
unprofessond manner
(i) He/She ignores or vidlets the conditions on which information and facilities are
provided by Government or acts contrary to any provisons of these rules
(iv) When an Editor (in case of Newspaper)/Generd Manager (in case of agency)
desres for cancdlaion of accreditation granted to its correspondent or
correspondents, he/she should apply to the Director for cancdlation of accreditation.
Director on receipt of such gpplication will canced the accreditation and place the
samein the next meeting of the Committee for information
(v) An accredited media representative who continuoudy remans absent for 3
months from headquarters shdl forfeit hisher accreditation. This period may be
extended by 3 months more by the Director on a written request from the Editor ( in
case of Newspapers)/General Manager (in case of agency) concerned
(vi) He/She has been granted accreditation on submisson of fdse information to the

Committee

Provided that in case the newspaper/news agency/news media organization itsdf is
respongble for such willful publication of fdse, maa fide basdess or incorrect report, it
will be liable to disaccreditation.

(vii) The accreditation can be suspended by the Director of Information and
Public Relations. This will be placed before the Committee within a month from the



date of issue of suspenson order. The Committee if differs with the decison on
sugpension will record their views with adequate reasons.
(viii) If any accredited representative is found to have given fase information
about himsdf/hersdf or about higher organization and if the Committee after giving
a reasonable opportunity to the representative concerned to defend himsdf/hersdf is
satisfied that the charges are true the accreditation may be withdrawn for a period not
exceeding two years and during this period, he/she shdl not be digible for the grant
of further accreditation provided that no decison to withdraw the accreditation of a
media representative shal be taken by the committee except at a meeting atended by
a lesst two-third of its members However the decison of Government for
suspenson/withdrawa will be find.

16. (i) There shdl be periodic review by the Committee of accreditation granted to the

representatives of News Media Organizations.

(i) For purposes of such a review information regarding circulation revenue etc. may

be cdled for and the accredited journaists asked to provide clippings of published

dispatches or photographs or dope sheets from the newspaper/news agency/news nedia

organization concerned

17. AmendmentsThese rules may be amended/dtered/modified/added to on the

recommendation of the Press Accreditation Committee if a proposa to this effect is made

by at least three of its members or the Director, Information & Public Relations.

By order of Governor



