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 Hon'ble Chief Minister Sri Naveen Patnaik , while inaugurating the New Civil 

Judge Court Building at Hinjilicut, jointly with Chief Justice of Odisha High 
Court Justice Mohammed Rafiq on virtual platform today, said that Government 
is strongly committed to achieve the constitutional goal of providing access to 
Justice for the citizen.  

 Hon'ble Chief Minister while reiterating that Right to Justice is a fundamental 
right and his Government is committed to strengthen the Justice Delivery 
System, said that despite the constraints of Covid-19 pandemic, the Government 
has recently established four new Courts in the State to decide commercial 
disputes. He also added that 45 Courts have recently been established to 
exclusively try offences against the women. Hon'ble Chief Minister further 
stated that Government is working closely with the High Court to provide 
adequate funds for developing infrastructure to meet the requirements of 
Judiciary.  

 Hon'ble Chief Minister said that Government is committed to protect the interest 
of lawyer community and enhanced the annual grant to the 'Odisha Advocates' 
Welfare Fund' recently from Rs. 3 Crore to Rs. 5 Crore. He also added that 
Government has taken initiative of amending the provision of Odisha 
Advocates' Welfare Fund Act, 1961 to permit usage of such funds to provide 
financial assistance to the lawyers.  

 Justice Biswajit Mohanty, Judge, Odisha High Court, Hon'ble MP, Smt. Pramila 
Bisoi, Hon'ble Minister of State (Home) Sri Dibya Shankar Mishra, 
Development Commissioner Sri Suresh Chandra Mohapatra, Principal 
Secretary, Home, Sri Sanjeev Chopra, Secretary, Law Sri Shashikanta Mishra 
attended while Secretary to Hon'ble Chief Minister (5-T) Sri V.K. Pandian 
moderated the programme.  

 Hon'ble Chief Minister wrote to Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
urging him to consider sanctioning of 7.87 lakh special houses to Cyclone Fani 
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affected people under PMAY-G. Hon'ble Chief Minister said it will ensure safe 
housing to rural families of cyclone-prone areas which can withstand natural 
calamities. 

 Hon'ble Chief Minister on the occasion of Vijay Diwas, saluted to the courage 
and valour of brave soldiers who fought gallantly for the pride of our nation and 
laid down their lives to make India triumphant in the 1971 war. 

 From 15th December to 16th December morning, 25 people arrested, 689 
vehicles seized and fine of Rs. 21,70,250/- has been collected by the Odisha 
Police in the state for violation of different regulations and guidelines related to 
COVID-19.  

 
Health Update 
 Up to midnight of 15th December, 64,68,957 samples have been tested.  
 Number of Positive Cases stands 3,24,796.  
 3,19,850 persons have already recovered/ discharged.  
 No. of Death case 1820.   
 No of active cases are 3,073.  
 3,073 persons are in Hospital isolation.  
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