gl G emie AAs awls]
Information & Public Relations Department

Government of Odisha, Bhubaneswar-751001
Phone : (91-674) 2536736 /2390818 (Fax)

e-mail: iprsec.or@nic.in

News ID-IPR/STSC Dev(Eng)/973/02-01-2021

Virtual Tour to State Tribal Museum
Bhumij Tribes

Bhubaneswar, 02/01/2021
Visitors can visit the State Tribal Museum on 3™ January virtually by opening the
Facebook and Twitter pages @stscdev, @scstrti.

Bhumij Tribal community lives mostly in Balasore, Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar, Sundargarh,
Dhenkanal districts. Their major occupations are cultivation, forest collection, wage earning.
The Bhumij live alongside other tribal groups in multi-ethnic villages. The attire of Bhumij is
influenced by their Hindu neighbours. Men wear a dhoti with an upper cloth gamuchha on one
shoulder. A shirt may be used to cover the upper body when leaving the village. The women
wear a saree and a blouse called jacket. Traditionally these have been made of coarse cotton,
white with red or blue lines. In appearance the cloth was similar to that of the neighbours the
Oraon but with a less prominent use of red in the form of thinner borders. Nose rings, bead
necklaces, armlets and bangles are purchased by the women from local markets. Many of these
are made from precious metals, particularly silver.

A distinct socio-religious belief system however governs this community. Internally, the
Bhumij is divided into 15 totemic clans like Horse, Lotus, Snake and Earth. For the Bhumij
these totems representing flora, fauna and celestial bodies connect them to the natural world
inhabited by Ghosts, Spirits and invisible Gods with the Sun. Singbunga is the supreme deity
and each clan observes several taboos related to their totem and maintain marital contact across
State boundaries.
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